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From South Carolina. r

t
C'olumhia, S. C., June 30, 18.4. c

To fit Kiitor qfthe Seu> Xational Kr.i; J1
shall give the readers of your valuable v

paper, some information touching the Uni- o

versity of South Carolina, . its composition i,
and work. t!
This time-honored institution has a history

of which wc are in part proud. Although it i]
is jieculiar, we share the pride of her great «
names. We, in a certain sense, glory in the t
fact that " iu these walls have lived earnest r,

young men, who trimmed their midnight B
lamps, whose souls were tired with the loftiest
enthusiasm for knowledge, aud whose genius c
and learning have shed a bright, intellectual j,
lustre upon our commonwealth." a

l ooking from the point of view of intellect, a
we must bow before that eloquence, perhaps, u
"never surpassed in that mystic power by tl
which soul is infused into soul, and the mul- s
titude led captiveand we must feel an ad- »
miration for the profound scholarship, and ir
those varied endowments which have en- a
hauced the value of American literature. n

J t may be peculiar, and probably I ought si
not to say it; but the inspiration of this
place is ennobling. We arc constantly sur- nrounded by an influence that points upward, j;whether we sit in the class-room, enter the si
library, speak in the society, traverse the 1S
grounds, or ascend to the roof of some an- 0
tique building to cut our names beneath that ^
ot Grimki- or Legate, with "an enthusiasm ,r
that is perfectly ualural and beautiful." j,This University was founded in 1800. Its
lirst President was a Rhode Island man.the ^venerable Dr. Maxcy, at one time President pof Rrowu. Uu our grounds a monument now e,
stands as an enduring testimony of his labors,
and of the high esteem in which he was held. f(
By diut of hard labor this institution took <r,
the lead of all Southern colleges. It held h
that position until the spirit of Satan led <],
States-rights to its death, aud the spirit of vi
God gave to the oppressed both liberty and si
freedom. di
From 'C.» to '73 the University was poorly st

attended, although the Republican party vi
w hen it came into power left South Carolina's 01
pride wholly to South Carolina's Caucasian
sons. The whites, however, hugging to their "

I bosoms the delusive phantom of hope, re- b
trained from sending their children to the g
University, although they knew during all u
those years that they had nothing to fear ol

K from the swarthy sous of Africa. n5 The average attendance from '0."» to '73 tl
B may be safely put at sixty; but fully one- tl3 half of those were students only in naine. a<
J k For instauce, prior to '73, this system pre- tl

vailed. A young man could enter the Uni- pi
> versity, and pursue just whatever three n,
tT (tranp)tna Conor nr inrlrrmonf l«'l I*""

»' ,|UUS...IIIV IIU 111111 IU III

choose. After remaining in the institution st
for two years, "he would be dubbed an "A. «
B." This system, which was introduced in c<
'Co, did not work well. Students, as a rule,- 8i
neglected, or rather avoided the more difli- sc
cult studies, like the ancient classics and the C
higher mathematics. They would rush into "

those schools in which grammar, French,
rhetoric and such things were taught, The tc
University training, consequently, did not U
have the desired effect.it was not calculated hi
to develop profound scholarship, to properly ti
cultivate the minds of the youth who came lc
to seek the advantages of the institution; g<
hence, when the University was reorganized
on a true Democratic basis, in '73, the au- ai
thorities abolished the old *C5 system, and a
substituted in its stead a regular college cc

course, covering four years. fa
Kiglit here allow me to say that our staud- ei

ard is high. Iu I.atiu we pass, like other w

colleges, over the ground which lies betweeu D
Ciesar and Cicero on one side, aud Terence w
and Tacitus on the other. In Greek we pass cj

from Xenophon and Ilomer to Sophocles and el
I'lalo. In mathematics we attempt to light Sj
uui waj iium j.iaiiu iu iiuuijuc gcuiucuj. \y
We "iH'iid the usual amount of time in study- i.
in;; physics, chemistry and the modern Ian- ai

t'uit! ( !<. Iu the departments of littles iMtres, hi
metaphysics, international law, sociology and oi
political economy, we hold sweetcommuuioii
with several of the grand old masters. d<

Hut, I had begun to tell you why we cau y
»alflv estimate the average attendance of to
white Carolinian students from '05 to '73, th
when they were unmolested in the enjoymcntof the advantages of the University, et
ut less than sixty. Under the old system, cc
to which reference has already been made, to
u student would enter the University, put tl;
down his name for three of the lightest stud- F
ies he cculd hit upon, throw himself into si
society, good and bad, aud have " a free and si
easy time." Out of the sixty, however, m
there were som£ noble exceptions; there oi
were some who drank deep from the Pierian
spring, who sought knowledge either as a w
means or an end, either as a utility or a good, of
Hut of the average Carolinian student, from L
Vi to '73, I can say very little either from se
the standpoint of what a student ought to be
morally, or from what lie ought to be iutel- 0]
lectually. .j

Iu October. '73. the nresent Secretary of ai

State, in whom it is hard to detect the negro, tt
applied for admission into the medical dc- cc
partment of the Uuiversity. Ilis application c(
was favorably passed upon by a close vote, fr
Then followed what we can grant "the hi
mercy of our silence," what we can afford b<
to cover with the mantle of our charity. I sc
shall not, therefore, speak of how professors
led by a blind and foolish prejudice, with- m
drew from a work in which they had been 01

engaged for years. I shall not speak of stu- w
dents, upon receiving information, touching 01
the admission of Mr. Hayne, rushing to the at

library and drawing the pen through their oi
names. I could not write of those things
without blushing for Carolina, without feel- y
ing as if I was exhibiting to the world the m
weaknesses ofmembers ofmy own household. d<
I shall, therefore, hasten on. I
The institution, in spite of the withdrawal si

of professors and students in the beginning w
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>f the academic year, now numbers one
mndred and ten students. There are forty
n the University proper.seventy in the
ireparatory department. A pretty large
>roportion of these are of the Caucasian
ace.
I cannot at present enter into an analysis»f the preparatory department, because I

lave not figures before me. You can form
10 idea of its composition, however, when I
ell you that on last Thursday evening it
losed its session with an exhibition in which
line young men took part.five of them were
vhite students. This department is well
rganized and well taught.some of the colpgeprofessors taking part in the instruction
hereof.
On Tuesday (to-day) we shall send forth
ve devoted followers of Thetis, who will,
i-ithout doubt, made their marks in the law.
)f these fortunate young men.fortunate in
eceiving the "well done" of this noble intitutiou.oneis colored.
I cannot enter into an analysis of each

ollege class, because such a course would
robably abuse your patience. Our classes
re, of course, small. We expect, however,
large iucrease of students next year. Commnicationsasking for information touching
he University, are coming in from several
tatcs, North and South. We seniors, for
istance, expect an acnuisition to our clasR
i the form of a student who stands second
mongst his fellows at an eastern college,
[e is making a change because he must
tudy in a warmer climate or not at all.
I am sorry that I have felt called upon to
lake so many references to races. I do not
ke to do it; but I want it distinctly undertoodthat the University of South Carolina
not in possession of any one race or any
ne condition of men. Its advantages are

eing enjoyed by young men who want to
lake their State better by themselves haviglived in it.
The tinest argument in favor of " equality
efore the law,'1 is found here in this peculiar
lace. The two races study together, visit
ich other's rooms, play ball together, walk
ito the city together, without the blacks
leling themselves honored or the whites disraced.When a Republican Congress can
e made to do us full justice, when all chilrenshall enjoy equal educational adautages,then will begin the work of
weeping away every vestige of tlfht
unliable prejudice and proscription which
,uuts our growth as American citizens, and
iolates every high and noble principle of
ar manhood.
I can never come up to this question of
equality before the law" without rememennghow earnestly the great and good
iimner addressed the law class which gradatedfrom Howard University, in the winter
f '71, on the subject of equal rights. I can
ever forget the majesty of his appearance,
le power of his voice, when, after saying
at the Constitution knows no distinction on
.'count of color or race; after saying that
le common school, where the child is preiredfor the duties of manhood, should know
o distinction unknown to the Constitution;
e asked this pertinent question : The Con.itutioudoes not contain the word "white,"
ho can insert it in the law? Is not an in-
introvertible argument involved in that
ngle query? Who can logically answer it
) as to oppose himself to Mr. Sumner? The
onstitution does not contain the word
white," who can insert it in the law ?
1 find that it is impossible to refer in detail

> the professors who arc instructing in the
niversity. I do not think that there is a
etter corps in any other Southern instituon.They are fully prepared by training,
arning, ability and experience to do much
lod, particularly for the State.
Take, for instance, the professor of the
icient classics: an original sou of Greece,
graduate of Yale, and at one time U. S.
insul at Athens, and Greek correspondent
>r a Grecian paper. He has for his work
rery necessary qualification. lie can speak
ith enthusiasm from the Vema from which
emosthenes thundered, of the theatre in
hich the plays of Sophocles were acted, beiusein his youth he wandered over those
assic spots. His face lights up when he
leaks of the Roman forum in connection
ith the eloquent Cicero, because he has
jen in the "Eternal City" again and again,
id amidst the ruins of her stately edifices,
i has felt the sacred, ennobling influences
' departed ages.
There are eight professors in the college
ipartmeut, simply representing Harvard,
ale, Brown, University of Vienna, Charles>nCollege, and a Pennsylvania institution
lat 1 cannot now remember.
I have just returned from listening to the
tercises of the graduating law class. Of
mrse I can only make a passing reference
them. At eleven o'clock this morning,

le Tinstees, headed by the Governor ; the
acuity, headed by its chairman, and the
udents, formed themselves into a procesonin front of our library. They then
arched to the chapel under the leadership
'

our Marine Band.
J lie orations were oruinary; me uegrees
ere conferred in fine styles ; the chairman
' the Faculty first addressed the class in
atin, and then in the same language pre:ntedthe diplomas.
A word as to our advantages. Being an

d institution, we have almost every conveencefor studying the higher mathematics
ad the sciences. Our library contains
lirty thousand volumes, and an excellent
Election of paintings and sculpture. The
illege literary society alone has a library of
om twelve to fifteen thousand volumes, its
ill is hung with several fine paintings and
jdecked with a few valuable specimens of
:ulpture.
A student coming here has to look out
ainly for books and board. There are no

dinary University fees. In point of health
e have a most excellent location. Every
le knows of the salubrity of our climate
id of the natural beauty of the Queen City
' the South.
I have already trespassed too much on

our time and patience, Mr. Editor, but I
ust refer to the matter which led me to un;rtakethe writing of this letter at this time,
must, however, be exceedingly brief. I
mil crowd into a paragraph what I could
eave into a letter.

V NA
WASHIN

The Clarisophic Society held its annual
meeting on Friday evening. General Elliott
delivered the annual oration in fine style. I
hall not, under the circumstances, attempt
to analyze what the General said, touching i
" the paramount necessity of education to |
the perpetuity of Republican institutions." i
Wendell Phillips on one occasion said: t
"There is nothing new (original) under the i
sun." Spurgeon truly says: " Originality i
consists wholly in the manner in which the t
subject is treated." Agreeing as we do with jthese two great men, we pronounce the anni- t
versary oration a most masterly production. ]
This effort, coupled with his civil-rights s

speech, stamps the General the statesman,
the lawyer, the scholar. His oration will cbe published in pamphlet form, when his jfriends will have an opportunity to read jand admire, and his enemies to peruse and n
keep silent. e
The valedictory was pronounced by Mr.

Walter It. Jones, a member of the law class t
which graduated in the morning. lie is a I
young man of the largest native parts which n

are finely cultivated. At Oberlin he was one c

of the finest minds of his class; the best o

student in Greek, one of the best, in fact, g
the institution has ever nurtured. He
handled his- subject, "Republican Govern- is
meut in France," in a manner that was grat- v

ifying, but not surprising to those who know s
him. a
The music for the occasion was furnished a

by our Post Hand and by the University n
Glee Club. The exercises were ended with b
a farewell song, "Under the Elms," written
expressly for the occasion by the principal &
of the normal department. It will in all b
probability become a college soug. ri

After the adjournment of the meeting, the c:
President.a son of the chairman of our \\
Faculty.entertained the anniversary orator b
and the society, at his home, in a manner o
that drew forth from all present, the peculiar h
cry of " Vive le Babbit."

It is finished. What I have written, I have d
written. My only apology for occupying so o
much space, is that I labor under the impres- a
sion that your readers would peruse with a
satisfaction any information touching the c
educational work in South Carolina, particu- ,S
larly that part which has to do with " the J
higher education." a

Every negro, for good and sufficient rea- ci
sons, ought to be very much interested in h
this State. There is a bright future before h
it.bright, I think, for the friends of humani- p
ty and progress. Reinvigorated, the palmet- d
to will again proudly lift up its head amongst A
tuc stater trees, piauveu uy toe strong arm a
of the noble sons of Washington. h
With unshaken confidence, then, in a wise n

overruling Providence, with faith in the pos- e<
sibilities of the negro under a government f(
that is democratic in deed and in truth, our h
efforts must be crowned with abundant success.Yours truly, J

Mac. l.

District of Columbia.
.P

Washington, D. C., Juue 15, 1874.
fl

1 ' ' C(
To the Editor of the New National Era :

^
A movement is now on foot by some j

northern philanthropists (among whom are fc
Henry Wilson, Wendell Phillips, Julia Ward p
Howe, and S. G. Howe), to apply a new i
remedy for the solution of the ills affecting
Southern society. -

n
The plan is novel. They propose the pur- fj

chase of lands in tracts and selling in ten f(
years' time to the colored laborers or poor §
whites; the introduction of Northern colo- ^
nies, conducted similarly to the Greeley col- p
ony in Colorado; the fostering of manufac- K
turing and mechanical enterprises of all n
kinds, and the establishment of industrial w
schools, open to all, where every variety of p
handicraft will be taught, thus laying that a
foundation, and offering that onnorlunitv for »

skill which has made the North and East so

prosperous. j.The following letter from the Secretary of ^the Laborer's Homestead and Southern ImmigrationCompany, will repay perusal.
J. W. Cromwell. t.

Room 31, Congregational House, 8
Cor. Beacon and Somerset Sts. ti

Boston, Mass., June 12, '74. tl
Dear Sir: . Your letter of May 13th, is a

before me. My time has been so fully occu- ti
pied for four weeks past, that I have not been ii
able to answer without neglecting matters n

requiring immediate attention. p
No honest friend of the colored race can

tail to indorse our movement. It certainly e
commends itself to the common sense of all. s

Allow me to mention a few facts to establish p
my claim to the character of a friend to the s;

colored race.
In the year 183G, after the Alton, Illinois, g

mob, I Jwas converted to the principles of n

the abolitionists. I was then only eighteen if
years old. I labored to promote those prin- t<
ciples in my native town, and delivered the tl
first public lecture I ever delivered, in 1840, n

on the 1st of August, on the subject of Slavery.I agitated the subject in our church, p
but we were shut out of the vestry and for- 1<
bidden to pray for the slaves there. This n

and other similar conduct on the part of the o

church, and the reading of The Liberator, to c

which I was a subscriber, led me in the Fall v
of that year to write a letter of withdrawal n

from our church, on account of its pro-slavery V
character. k

I then went to Oberlin to tit for the minis- ii
try, and opened my room to a colored stu- c

dent who found it difficult to obtain suitable a

accommodations. I think, but I am not cer- t
tain, that Mr. Langston was then a student tl
there. In the winter of that year, under the u

auspices of Rev. Iliram Wilson, I went to a

Canada, and for three months taught a free ii
colored school at Wilberforce settlement. p
From there I went to Detroit, and at the \

earnest solicitation of the colored people, I t<
remained awhile and taught a school in a a
colored church. I then went back to Oberlin a
and resumed my studies, but the next Fall a

the spirit of the Lord met me and would not ii
let me remain; and in connection with a r

young Methodist preacher, I left and went to li
preaching and traveling, devoting every day b
to this work. On my arrival in the southern tl
part of Ohio, the spirit of the Lord again laid S
hold and ordered me to go into Kentucky and "5
preach the gospel there. This was late in t
the Fall of 1841. It was a hazardous under- e

f
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taking, but God said: "Go, and I will be a 1
wall of tire about you, and not a hair ofyour i

liead shall be hurt." ]
My friend was afraid, and left me, but I f

went and bearded the lion in his den. I s

traveled through large portions of Kentucky t
inrl Tpnnoofioo rrninrr aa far Aq WnolitrillA nr.,1 4

:alled on old Andrew Jackson. My life was t
ilways in danger, but God fulfilled His prom- r

se, and not a bail' of my head was hurt, al- s

hough often threatened. I felt God would t
irotect me, and I was not afraid. I remained t
here nearly three years and then came 1;
tforth and commenced lecturiug against f<
lavcry, war, and kindred wrongs. n

At one time I had a narrow escape from a c

aob at Glasgow, Ky., arising from my talk- 8

ag aud praying with a cabin full of negroes, "

ust out of town on Christmas; but I found b
iiany friends and my wants were all provid- t'
d for.
At one lime for two hours I condemned 81

he institution of slavery in a sermon, in a
laVren county, and a mau attempted to drag a

le oat of the pulpit but did not. So you a

an see that 1 have done wlmt I believe no n

thcr Northern man ever dared to do, viz., tl
o to the South and preach against slavery. ei

Many souls were converted undermy mln- a

slrations, and I always told them that if they cl

ished to go to heaven they must leave their
laves behind. It was a terrible doctrine, "

nd caused the most tremendous excitement *(

11 over that part of the country. 1 think P
otbing but a miracle prevented me from t(

eing killed. ^
II continued to labor in the anti-slavery

ause until 1854. When Burns was carried *>'
ack, I, with others, stood on the side-walk, 01

jady, at a given signal, to rush into the ai

avalcadc and create a confusion, during w

'hich we hoped that Burns would escape,
ut the plan was frustrated by the vigilance
f the authorities. About that time I was t(
ung in effigy, in Beading, as a traitor.
In 1854 I went to Kansas, with two hunredand sixty-live persons, to aid in driving
ut slavery. I remained there six years, e<
nd saw Kansas admitted into the Union as ai
free State. While there I was a constant li
orrespondent of The Liberator, Anti-Slarery u
tandard, and part of the time of tlie N. Y. w
'ribune. I was one of twelve men who went ft
t one time with John Brown anil only one c<
innoii to capture some border ruffians who
ad attacked Lawrence. I was in danger o!
er$ ^11 the time. On one occasion a Kicka- h
00 ranger made a pass at my neck with a in
rawn sword, but a comrade parried the blow. 01
it another time I was struck on the head by il
slaveholder with a slung-sbot and would
ave been killed, if a pro-slavery lawyer had
01 rescued me. I was at one time surround- jj
il by a mob of seventy-five ruffians thirsting
>r my life, but Cod delivered me out of their
ands.
In 1800 I went to Colorado, and was there
uriug the war, and labored zealously for the
Tnion cause. T
I ought to mention that in Kansas the uperstory of my store was a cattle where the r;

lgitive from Missouri was kept until a place ^
ould be found for him in the country. In jj
Doipauy with Colonel Phillips, now aM.C., (]
got up the expedition to rescure Dr. Doy s(
om the St. Joseph jail, and when rescued C(
e was guarded at my house for two months.
'hose were stirring times, I assure you. e1
In 1800 I went to Georgia. The story of

ly labors there I have written in a book of (j
ve hundred and sixty pages, which I have »»

>r sale, entitled, "The Black Man of the i(
outh, and the Rebels ; or, the Characters- p
cs of the former and the Outrages of the
itter." The price is two dollars, sent by e,
tail free. I was beset there by a furious c<
10b, aud forced to abandou an oilice to jiliich I was elected by a large majority of h
iepublicans. While there my life was .

lways in danger, and I never dared to go a
nyw here unarmed. S1

My only object in telling you these things tl
that you and other friends may know how d

j appreciate my present labors, which are p
nly a sequel to all others. My object in h
ng'mating this enterprise, was to do good to t!
lie colored race, aud I think my history tl
bould convince all of the sincerity of my in- tl
sntions. But in carrying out our plan I saw tl
liat great good would result to other parties n

nd knowing the indifference of the people v

a the interests of the colored people, I have u

l my circulars appealed mostly to other a

jo lives, but the great object of our enter- o

rise is to benefit the colored race. ®
I know not as it will ever be the least ben- I

tit to me pecuniarily, but I do know that if j1
uccessful it it will do more for the colored o

eople than all the operations of all the mis- p
ionary societies in the country. n

For the last eight years I have labored a

ratuitously for the freedmen, at a loss to t
lyself of at least five thousand dollars, but o
' I can only live, it is all I ask. Allow me e
v particularize some of the good effects to t
he colored people that will result from our d
lovoment: h
1st. That great want of land will be sup- v

lied. In my book I treat upon this point at I
;ngth. Education will do the colored man y
o good at the South, unless he is placed up- r

n a pedestal from which he can use his edu- I
alioual powers for the good of others. But t

rhoiu do the Southern people dread the t
iore, the enlightened or the ignorant negro? 8

Vhoru, too, do they hate the most? You r

now as well as I do. Put a glittering sword c

ito the bands of a maniac, and you do a 11

ommon-sense thing in comparison to giving ^
n education to a colored man without a way c

o earn his bread, ©f all men at the South, m

he educated colored mau is the worst off, f
nless he has some business of his own. Let *

planter find out that an applicant for a place 3
s a good scholar, and you may be sure the 1
>lanter will " spew him out of his mouth." (

Wherever he goes his education is a barrier j
0 his success. But this education is neces- J
ary to his development, it follows then that i
long with education the means of living £

hould be provided for the freedmen. This £

1 what our enterprise contemplates. It <

ecognizes the fact that industrial elevation
ies at the basis of all rational attempts to
enefit the Southern negro. Now, 'this is no
heory with me, but what I have seen at the
iouth during my six years' residence there.
i ou tell a man to leave ofi' drinking spirit,
iut you must surround him with good influnces.Now, the colored man must have a
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lome before he can be independent of the
ebels ; he must not be at their mercy, deicudenton them for every morsel of food
or his wife and little ones. I am astonished
it the folly of the friends of the freedmen in
his respect. My heart is pained within me
o see no systematic attempts to secure iuaerialindependence for the freedmen, but so
such money spent in trying to save their
ouls. I cannot express myself patiently on
his point, aud I do not attempt it. Over
bree hundred thousand dollars spent anuualyby the American Missionary Association
nr the minds and souls of the freedmen, and
ot one cent for their industrial welfare. Our
ause is the cause of Jehovah, for this reaon:God always cared as much for the bod-
:s as he did for the souls of his creatures,
ut the Church often starves the body to save
lie soul. i
2d. By the adoption of our plan, industrial

chools for the freedmen will be established
11 over the South. I treat on this point ,
lso, in my book. The ranks of the farmers ,
re full. What is wanted, is to make good ,

lechanics of one-fourth of the freedmen, and .

lie remainder can get belter wages as farm- (
rs. Our colonists will take colored youth |
nd teach them with every kind of haudi- ,
raft. 1
3d. The presence of Northern people will £

ive better juries aud officials, who will pro- i

;ct the colored man. The very fact of my £
resence in Columbia county, prevented uti- (
ild outrages, although not all, but they £
new "'a chiel was among them takin' notes." ;
was nearly alone also. Last Fall in Vir- ]
inia, I attended the trial of a negro whose {
tily lawyer was a Northern working-man, (
nd the negro was triumphantly acquitted, f
hen if the Northerner had not been there, j
e would have been convicted. ,

A t Ktil 1 ti- i
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> hold its own and increase its power where- t
rer our colonists go, as wc do not expect to j
?ud Democrats. i
Thus with one-half of the money expend- s

1 in a single year by the American Mission- i

ry Association, we can in ten years estabshone thousand schools at the South, and
ley have only seventy there. So, in every
ay we will be enabled to do far more for the (
cedmcn than all the other organizations ,
ambined.
We will create a public sentiment in favor ,

f equal rights. The most of oui negro- ,

aters have left us on account of my stand- j
ig up for the negro, for iu our town the col-

,

red man will have the same rights and priv- t

eges as the white mau.

Yours truly, (
chas. stearxs.

.ev. J. W. Dunoee, i
Washington, D. C. ;

From Ohio.

Marietta, Ohio, June 27, 1874.
t the Editor (J the Sew Xationul Era : j
Delay, defeat, and denial of our civil
ghts have again characterized the last
.merican Congress. Whether it was a po-
tical manu-uvre or an electioneering dodge
eponent saitli not; yet the party lay them-
;lves liable to such coustruction when we

atisider all the circumstances connected
ith the introducliou of this bill to the pres-
at time. The elevation of the negro to the
ill and equal status of the white man in this
lovcrnment makes slow progress, nnd is
like the wounded snake dragging its shorn
:ngth along." It is a heavy load for the
arty to carry. I thought they would get
red before they arrived to their journey's
nd! I am not disappointed; I felt quite
anfident that what has been would be the
nale this session of Congress ; and would
ave so predicted, but I did not wish Conressto think that one who would have been
beneficiary of the bill, and a live and

taunch Republican, had not confidence in
heir ability, willingness, and readiness to
o us justice by the passage of the bill the
resent session of Congress. I do sincerely
ope that it will not operate as an injury to
lie party. But the party must remember
liat if the party is not true to its principles
hey can't expect the negro to be true to
hem. I mean by this that the negro will
ot continue to give their support to a party
,'ho practically ignores their rights. The
egro is as true as steel, but when betrayed
nd his confidence is shaken, no longer feels
bligated to give it his earnest, active, and
inqualified support. But what do we gain?
ask what do we lose ? But, says the obector,our withdrawal gives the other party
ne-half of the votes which the Republican
nrty would have obtained. Well, that is
iOt our fault, but the party's fault.aud we
re not quite so simple as to give our votes
o men who are opposed to our interests, or

ur equality of rights. I advise, therefore,
very colored voter in the United States not
0 vote for a Democrat.no! never! But
;on't you vote for a Republican until you
tave ascertained that he is all right on this
exed question in the State, municipal, and
federal Government! These men want
our votes just as much as you want your
ights; and you can, and must, demand
ledges in advance, else you will never obainyour rights, l.et them know that your
allot is the only protection against injustice
,nd wrong, aud you ought to have your
ights without any legislation ; but, as they
an't be obtained and enjoyed without, you
aean to use your vote to effect that object,
fou might just as well have no vote if it
an't be effective in doing you good. If your
ote has any power, you intend to make it
elt. Your manhood, self-respect, and the
velfare of your race, all alike demand that
rou should thus act. This is our only hope.
cannot see our way clear in any other

lirection. Men nor parties will not do us

ustice if they can hold power without it.
But iust so soon as thev find that their Dower
s about to come to au end, they will make
my concessions, agree to any terms, and
lubscribe to any conditions rather than to be
lisplaced.
The worst feature in this whole matter is

;hat our rights should be held in abeyance
for a moment by the party or the Government.An American citizen.or four million,if you please.should be held in breathlesssuspense by Congress for three consecutivesessions as to whether they should
snjoy the same public rights and privileges

TIT^fc A
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as other citizens enjoy; or, in other words,
that their complexion should continue to be
a bar to tbeir enjoyment of rights which belongto citizens of a free Government. I
repeat, it is a shaine and a reflection upon
the character of this Government that legislationshould be had on this subject. The
late war, with its sad results, have failed to
teach this very important lesson.that the
perpetuity and character of any nation or
Government depend upon its recognition of
the rights, privileges, and immunities of all
classes of its citizens alike. Where there is
proscription of any class.as a class.there
will be jealousy, envy, discord, and anarchy,
which will eventually prove the overthrow
and downfall of any Government, for the
loyalty of the citizen or subject is dependent
upon the treatment it receives from the Government.
These reflections have been caused by the

fact that the Republican party of the country.theparty of progress.who receives the
ilmost united support of the colored vote,
will still hesitate to pass this just measure ;
ind, as the force of the Lord is against them
.hat do evil, so is His force against them
,liat refuse to do justice. The handwriting
>f God may be upon the wall, and they had
letter retrace their steps while they may, so
is to overthrow the impending danger.
\gain: I hope that our people will still tryillmeans laudable and legitimate to bring
>ur party up to a just and right standirdin this Government agaiust the incetngof ttie Grand Centennial Exhibition in
1770, This can be done ; and if done by that
ime, we must bring our influence and power
,o bear in such manner as to compel a recognitionfull and complete. Let the party
u the meanwhile know that their cause is
lot satisfactory, and that political expedi;ucyand policy are to he lo3t sight of when
lie great principles of humanity, of right
ind justice are to be sacrificed at its shrine,
fhis done, the day is not far distaut when
iny party will be as auxious to accord our

ights as we are to have them.
Yours for the right.

wm. E. Walkkb. ,
(

I'. S..As regards Marietta and Pomeroy,
ir rather Maddeport, I have but littie to
.vrite. I found in Marietta only one colored
:hurch, although it is the oldest town in the
state. It is a church of the A. M. E. order,
ind presided over by ltev. Mr. Thomas, a i
nan of considerable parts. This is his first
>-ear there. The people arc generally of the
same style of the place.uot progressive.
But few own their own property, although
heir are a good many there. Very little
[lublic spirit exists among them. Even in
their religious interests they seem to be lax
ind indifferent. There are some few honorableexceptions to this rule ; but I suppose
that the Collegiate Institute is a drawback
to its progress. As a rule, there are but few
places where iustitutious of learning are

planted; but the city even becomes large
and populous. I only could recommend your
paper. I did not see a copy. They don't
keep pace with the spirit of the age. I
preached there three times for the A. M. E.
C., aud lectured to the white Baptists SabbathSchool once. They have a fine site for
a city, but the people generally are cold,
calculating, and selfish.

I left on last Monday one week ago, the
15th June, aud afrived iu Middleport on

fuesday, 17th. This is a little lower, ouly
Lwo miles from Pomeroy, where there are a

large number ofcolored people. Here I found
three colored churches, and about six hundredcolored people .there beiug salt works
at that place aud manufactories, which give
many of them employment. I became acquaintedwith liev. Mr. Bell, of the A. M.
E. Church, and ltev. Mr. Ferguson, of the
Baptist Church. The geutleinau of the other
church was absent. I preached aud lectured
in both of these gentlemen's pulpits. Mr.
Bell is quite popular with the people, aud
has been there one year, and is doing some

good. Ilis people are quite devoted to him.
They require little more energy and a little
more of that spirit which will make use of
every opportunity and means to elevate themselvesin the.scale of being. But with all
this they are ahead of the Baptists in every
particular, In my humble judgment, as a

class. Ilcv. Mr. Ferguson and some few
others are all right; but most of their freedomis not worth much. They are one hundredand fifty years behind the times. They
come out to church at night at niue o'clock,
and after. This is an evidence of their want
of a just conception of their duties, obligations,and responsibilities ; and if you want
to get into a hornet's nest, just tell them of
it. Some there arc wliq die and arc buried
by the overseer of the poor; and other evidencesI might add, but these are quite sufficient.There are a few intelligent men and
women who are Christians, and all right;
but the large majority are no go, especially
among the Baptists.
N. B..Your paper I recommended, and

found it was taken by several persons of
color in Middleport.

Yours, &c., Wm. £. Walkbr.

Cincinnati, July 4, 1874.
To the Editor o/the Xeio Xational Era.

Lack of energy, superinduced by a severe

attack of "Spring fever," prevented my sendingyou a letter witbin the past month. The
warm weather came so suddenly, and the
heat so oppressive, that everybody shunned
doing more than mere necessity required.

THE Y. M. M. I. CLUB

celebrated its first anniversary on the ICth
ultimo, by a fine banquet at its hall. Music
for the evening was furnished by Prof. C. T.
Graham's string band. Toasts aud seutimculswere duly resi>onded to, after which
Mr. L. D. Easton and ltev. J. L. II. Sweres
were unanimously elected to honorary membership,,when the club adjourned to meet
again in September. Nearly all the membersare graduates, undergraduates or studentsof Gaines High School and refleet creditupon that institution by the evidences of
solid culture and desire for improvement
instilled into them.
The annual commencement of the

CINCINNATI NORMAL SCHOOL

took place on the 19th ultimo. The exerciseshad a peculiar interest for U9, in the
fact that

. ". «.
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MISS ERNESTINE I.. CLARK,

the first colored graduate ami only pupil was
to receive her diploma. It was a gratifyiug
fact to kuow that after having doubled the
term, Miss Clark was able to maiutaiu the
second place in a class »f forty-live young
ladies. Of course, there has been jealousy
and quiet indignation at the honors and
compliments she received; and as she is the
first, so I think she will also be the last
colored pupil of that school uutil after the
passage (sic) of the Civil Rights Rill.

Prejudice is strong here only when tho
negro presumes to rival a white person, and
then it is deep and bitter in its demonstrations.

THK GAINES HIGH SCHOOL

commencement took place ou the 1st instant.
There were only three graduates: Richard
II. Cole, Miss Maria Harrison, and Miss
Caroline Price. There are so many good
otters of positions to pupils of this school as
teachers it is almost impossible to retain them
loug enough to complete the course. Muny
of them too, find it necessary to earn their
own bread, and go forth from the junior ( lassesfully prepared to take charge of an ordinaryschool. The essays, orations, etc., were

good, to be sure. They always arc at every
school commencement. I will therefore
spare your readers any criticisms.
The coming year the colored schools are to

be iu charge of the whites Hoard of Kducacation,and ns predicted iu a former letter,
the Committee in charge of them have about
"retrenched" oil' the heads of six of the
male teachers, leaving but three on the roil
for next year, viz: Messrs. Clark, l'arliani,
and Huston. Whether this programme will
be changed or not, it is impossible to say,
but there is n great deal of regret that the
colored community failed to have the old
special law retained in favor of colored trusteeswhen the legislature met last Winter.
A considerable difficulty occurred recently

at Wilberforce University, resulting in the
resignation and withdrawal of all the faculty,
including liishop Payne from the institution.
I have waited for several weeks to sec an

explanation of the matter in your columns,
but have thus far been disappointed. It is
by no means a pleasant task to make public
the troubles of that school, and 1 hope your
rorrespoudents there may send you a correct
vcrsiou of the matter. The impression
made here is uot very complimentary to the
party who grew so indignant at luy llrst
itatemeut or troubles mere.

personal.

Judge Jno. II. Byrd, of Cairo, 111., paid us
s short visit. Although a Democratic town
Judge, Byrd assures me there are a number
of colored office-holders there besides himself.lie has also been appointed by the
Governor oue of the trustees of the Illinois
Industrial University, notwithstanding it
does not contain a single colored student.
Mrs. KUen Dunn, widow of the late Lieutenant-Governorof Louisiana, is in this city

for the Summer, but I apprehend linds it
warmer here than in New Orleans.
Considerable interest is being manifested

here in relation to the fall electious. Many
Congressmen are writing to promiuent colored
men for their assistance in the coming campaign,and will be badly disappointed to discover,as they will, that the negro vote can
no longer be depended on by the Republican
leaders. When the colored men remember
the indifference with which they have been
treated; that not a colored man has bceu
secured a place by them at home or in Washington; that all the young men there from
Ohio are more indebted to Hon. J. M. Langstonthan to their own Representative, and
finally the fate of the Civil Rights Bill has
soured the large majority of colored voters
in Ohio.

But more of this auon,
Depcgh.

From Texns.

Brownsville, June *20, 1S74.
To the Editor of the Xtw Xationul Era :

Sir: In reading the very excellent letter
of your correspondent, Depugh, fromCinciu-
uau, wi i«ajr i.\>, ioct, t was siruca wun me

very able manner in which he rebuked the
ignorant among our colored brethren, lie
appears to me to be the only one of your
numerous correspondents who has the honestyto speak of the failiugs of the colored
people in religious matters, and if you had a

few more of his calibre I am sure things would
wear a ditfercnt aspect.
Auy well-meaning man will admit that

there is a great deal of hypocrisy among the
religious colored people ; that a good many
of the most sauclimouious arc very wolves
in sheep's clothing, and not a few of the
directors of their devotions are roaring bulls
of Bashan, whose vows and professions of
religion are a cheat, a delusion, and a lie,
who, like the traditioual Pharisee, exclaim,
"lam glad I am not as other men;" they
worship God with their lips while their hearts
are far from him.

I passed through a town in Texas about
a year and a half ago, and the conference of
the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church
was in session, I saw a colored gentleman
riding a very dilapidated-lookiug mule, his
clothiug not at all clean, and wearing on onefoota boot and on the other a shoe. I inquiredthe name of the seedy gcutlemau, ami
was informed that he was the Ilev. Mr. ,

a shining light among the elect. I attended
one or two meetings and found them as

a rule to be men of gross iguorance, some

scarcely able to read a 113'nin, au«l made up
for their lamentable deficiencies by loud
roarings and incessant bellowiugs, to the
great delight of some of the audience, and
to the manifest disgust of the more intelligent.

It seems that in some parts of the couulry
the moment a colored man feels inclined to
be lazy he straightway thiuks he has a vocationto preach, ordains himself, and directly
becomes a monster. lie does not stop to
think that he has not the necessary educationalqualifications; that however good his
intentions may be, his efforts must of ncccs«itvfail. for. "how can the blind lead the
blind?" He fails to perceive that his ett'orts
are futile, and that he would be far more at
home on a farm as a worthy and humble
tiller of the soil, and that the vineyard of the

Communications continued on third page.
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